SHORT COMMUNICATION

The results from refining the ALMET structure with dif-
ferent thresholds shows that for a sufficiently extensive data
set there is little loss in precision on eliminating the weak
reflections, even when the data set was reduced by almost
half. This suggests that in lengthy calculations on such data
sets, substantial computational economies can be achieved
without loss of significant precision by use of relatively high
thresholds. In fact, in the case of the ALMET refinements
with different thresholds, none of the bond lengths or
thermal parameters were found to differ by as much as one
standard deviation.

The results reported here should not, however, give
license for the indiscriminate use of high thresholds,
particularly so since their use tends to eliminate a dis-
proportionate number of the higher-angle reflections.
Instead, each data set should be considered on the basis
of its extent in reciprocal space, the precision of the observa-
tions, and the number of observations relative to the number
of parameters to be determined. The weighting function
must also be considered since use of the full data set does
not necessarily lead to more reliable parameters unless the
validity of the weights has been established. Finally, the
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results reported here shed no light on the effect of thresholds
on convergence to false minima.

We are grateful to Professor V. Schomaker for helpful
discussions. This work was supported under Grant GM-
10828 from the National Institutes of Health.
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and a reduced price of Danish Kroner 120 per volume for
personal subscribers. Single parts of these volumes are not
available. The prices of later volumes of Acta Crystallogra-
phica and of the Journal of Applied Crystallography will
remain unchanged, at least until the end of 1975. Prices of
all back numbers are given below. The prices are fixed in
Danish Kroner and the U.S. dollar equivalents given below
are subject to exchange-rate fluctuations.
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Reduced price for individuals D.Kr. 60 ($ 10.00)

The reduced-rate subscriptions are oridinarily only
available to members of recognized scientific societies, who
must give a written undertaking accompanying their sub-
scription application that the journal is for their personal
use and will not be made available to libraries, institutions,
etc. Orders should be addressed to Munksgaard Interna-
tional Publishers Ltd., 35 Negrre Segade, DK-1370 Copen-
hagen K, Denmark, or any bookseller. Orders for complete
volumes from subscribers in North America may alterna-
tively be placed through Polycrystal Book Service, P.O.
Box 11567, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15238, U.S.A.
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Notes and News

Announcements and other items of crystallographic interest will be published under this heading at the discretion of the Editorial
Board. The notes (in duplicate) should be sent to the Executive Secretary of the International Union of Crystallography
(J. N. King, International Union of Crystallography, 13 White Friars, Chester CH1 1NZ, England).

Molecular Structures and Dimensions

The International Union of Crystallography and the Cam-
bridge Crystallographic Data Centre announce the publica-
tion of a new volume in this series, Volume 6, entitled
Bibliography 1973-74, Organic and Organometallic Crystal
Structures. This volume covers the literature till mid 1974
for the principal journals and contains references to over
2000 structure determinations. Entries are arranged in 86
chemical classes and cover organic compounds, complexes
and organometallic compounds. The cumulative indexes,
which go back to 1935, give references to a total of about
12000 entries.

The price of the new volume is 70 Netherlands guilders

(about U.S. $27 at current rates of exchange). Personal
copies may be purchased at a reduced price of 50 Nether-
lands guilders (about $25). Copies are available directly
from Oosthoek, Scheltema & Holkema, Emmalaan 27,
Utrecht, The Netherlands. Alternatively, orders may be
placed with Polycrystal Book Service, P.O. Box 11567,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15238, U.S.A. or with any book-
seller. Standing orders may be placed direct with the
publishers, which will ensure the earliest possible despatch
of subsequent volumes when they are published. Orders
may also be placed for the earlier bibliographic volumes and
for the numerical data volume Al, Interatomic Distances
1960-1965, Organic and Organometallic Crystal Structures. A
further numerical data volume for 1966—69 is in preparation.



